
 
May 7, 2018 
 
U.S. Representative Virginia Foxx                                    U.S. Representative Mac Thornberry 
Committee on Education and the Workforce                Armed Services Committee                            
2262 Rayburn House Office Building                               2208 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515                                              Washington, D.C. 20515 
  
U.S. Representative Bobby Scott                                     U.S. Representative Adam Smith 
Committee on Education and the Workforce              Armed Services Committee 
1201 Longworth House Office Building               2264 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515                                            Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Re:  Opposition to H.R. 5199, Education Savings Accounts for Military Families Act 
 
Dear Chairwoman Foxx, Chairman Thornberry, Ranking Member Scott and Ranking Member Smith: 
 
The National School Boards Association (NSBA), working with and through our state school board associations 
and their more than 90,000 local school board members, writes in strong opposition to the inclusion of the 
Education Savings Accounts for Military Families Act (H.R. 5199), or any school voucher or privatization 
amendment in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). H.R. 5199 undermines the statutory intent of 
the Impact Aid program, which provides funds to more than 1,100 local education agencies (LEAs) that have 
lost property tax revenue due to the presence of tax-exempt federal property or that educate federally 
connected children. If passed into law, H.R. 5199 would take much-needed resources away from our school 
districts and hinder their ability to operate and educate military-connected and Native American students. 
 
NSBA, the National Association of Federally Impacted Schools (NAFIS), the National Military Family Association 
(NMFA), and the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) have all voiced opposition to H.R. 5199, 
which would divert resources away from the public-school system through education savings accounts (ESAs) 
to fund the education of select students in alternative settings. The Impact Aid program provides more than 
$1 billion each year to our public-school districts that educate populations of federally connected students 
(including those from military installations whose parents/guardians are enlisted in the Armed Forces, and 
those from tribal trust lands). In fact, Arizona received $162,127,594 in Impact Aid Basic Support funding, which 
is the largest amount a state received in 2016. Also, the data shows that Alaska, Texas, New Mexico and 
California are among the top ten states that receive the most Impact Aid funding.  
  



 

If this important source of funding is redirected to ESAs for private school tuition, local school boards, 
communities and taxpayers will be unable to address the shortfall. As the House Armed Services Committee 
considers the NDAA, please note the following reasons to oppose the inclusion of H.R. 5199: 
 

• Diverts Public Dollars Away from Public Schools Serving Military Families: H.R. 5199 could redirect as 
much as $450 million per year from existing Impact Aid Section 7003 Basic Support Payments, which 
not only help school districts educate federally connected students, but also fund classroom 
instruction, counseling, tutoring and other academic support services for students whose 
parents/guardians are enlisted in the Armed Forces. 

 
• Detrimental to School Districts: For school districts located primarily or completely on federal 

property, including military bases or reservations, Impact Aid may comprise upwards of 40 percent of 
their budgets. If this important source of funding is redirected to ESAs for private school tuition, LEAs 
and local communities would not be able to generate local revenue to replace the reduced federal 
funding. 
 

• Lacks Accountability Standards to Protect Students: H.R. 5199 would circumvent state and local 
oversight of education service providers and not ensure accountability for student academic 
achievement. Private schools that receive voucher and ESA students do not adhere to all federal civil 
rights laws and public accountability standards that all public schools must meet, including those in 
Title IX, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and the Every Students Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). Without having to comply with all the federal accountability standards, private entities would 
not be held to the same standard regarding the quality of services they provide to educate and protect 
their students.  

Moreover, because Armed Forces families benefit greatly from the Impact Aid program, it has historically 
received strong bipartisan and bicameral support as payment to school districts based on an annual count of 
federally connected schoolchildren. Thus, any proposed changes to the Impact Aid program, including those in 
H.R 5199 should not be considered during the Defense Authorization process, and should be deferred to the 
House Committee on Education and the Workforce as it works to implement the Every Student Succeeds Act 
in a manner that advances equity and excellence in public education. 
 
NSBA will continue its advocacy to oppose H.R. 5199 and any legislative provision that would divert funds away 
from public schools and be detrimental to the educational interests of our military families. We look forward 
to working with you, and to provide additional information on the negative impact H.R. 5199 would have on 
local school boards and school districts’ efforts to ensure that our nation’s public schools offer students a high-
quality education.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas J. Gentzel  
Executive Director and CEO 
 
Attachment: Chart published by the National Association of Federally Impacted Schools (NAFIS) showing 
Impact Aid grants to local education agencies for each state. 
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